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Discussion Notes & Questions
The Big Picture:
“The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” (Judges 6.12, NIV)

Main Points:
1. God’s people are in a big mess.
2. What God sees in you may not be what you see in yourself.
3. What you see from God may not be what he is actually doing in real life.
4. Even mighty warriors acting for God sometimes act in fear.

Discussion Questions:
1a. Based on today’s story, how would you describe Gideon? In what ways is your description similar or different to
how God describes him?
1b. How would you describe the situation of God’s people in the time of Gideon? Compare and/or contrast that to
today?
2a. When you think about people God would call “great warriors,” what description comes to mind? Does this describe the Godly people you know in your life today?
2b. Gideon felt like God no longer worked in his world. Is God working? Why do you feel this is the case?
2c. What preparation, skills, or resources does God give Gideon to be a “mighty warrior?” How does God prepare
people to be “mighty warriors” today?
3a. How does God feel about you?
3b. What name do you think God would call you, if he appeared to you today? Why do you feel this is the case?
3c. What has God asked you to do for him that you are afraid of doing? How does the story we looked at today give
you courage to go through with doing this?

Take Away:

Want more information about this lesson/series? Go to www.southplains.org/Summer2018AdultEdResources
If you want follow-up questions to our weekly classes or regular updates via text when new material is
uploaded to this web site, text CLASSINFO to 86677.

6 Now the angel of the LORD came and sat
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under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belongJudges 6.11-32
ed to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon
was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the
LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.” 13 And
Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us?
And where are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD
bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 And the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the
hand of Midian; do not I send you?” 15 And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel?
Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” 16 And the
LORD said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as one man.” 17 And
he said to him, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who
speak with me. 18 Please do not depart from here until I come to you and bring out my present
and set it before you.” And he said, “I will stay till you return.”
19 So Gideon went into his house and prepared a young goat and unleavened cakes from an
ephah of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put in a pot, and brought them to
him under the terebinth and presented them. 20 And the angel of God said to him, “Take the
meat and the unleavened cakes, and put them on this rock, and pour the broth over them.” And
he did so. 21 Then the angel of the LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in his hand and
touched the meat and the unleavened cakes. And fire sprang up from the rock and consumed
the meat and the unleavened cakes. And the angel of the LORD vanished from his sight. 22 Then
Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the LORD. And Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For
now I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” 23 But the LORD said to him, “Peace be to
you. Do not fear; you shall not die.” 24 Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD and called it,
The LORD Is Peace. To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites.
25 That night the LORD said to him, “Take your father’s bull, and the second bull seven years old,
and pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it
26 and build an altar to the LORD your God on the top of the stronghold here, with stones laid in
due order. Then take the second bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah that you shall cut down.” 27 So Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the LORD had
told him. But because he was too afraid of his family and the men of the town to do it by day, he
did it by night.
28 When the men of the town rose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was broken
down, and the Asherah beside it was cut down, and the second bull was offered on the altar that
had been built. 29 And they said to one another, “Who has done this thing?” And after they had
searched and inquired, they said, “Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing.” 30 Then the men
of the town said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he may die, for he has broken down the altar
of Baal and cut down the Asherah beside it.” 31 But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Will
you contend for Baal? Or will you save him? Whoever contends for him shall be put to death by
morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself, because his altar has been broken down.”
32 Therefore on that day Gideon was called Jerubbaal, that is to say, “Let Baal contend against
him,” because he broke down his altar.
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