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Discussion Notes & Questions
The Big Picture:
We need to trust God, not ourselves.

Main Points:
1. God wants us to follow him, not live in misery.
2. God will use people and circumstances to further his will.
3. God cannot be manipulated.
4. Be careful of the destructive power of careless words.

Discussion Questions:
1a. Have you ever made a promise you could not keep? Why did you make it and why could you not keep
it?
1b. Who are the nations oppressing the Israelites in today’s story and what gods do they—and the Israelites—serve?
2a. What is God’s response to Israel’s crying out to him? Is this what you expected from God? Why or why
not?
2b. In what ways do people today make oaths or promises similar to the one Jepthah made?
2c. Why do you think people assume God is simply an aid whose role is to rescue people when they call
on him?
3a. How do respond or appeal to God when times are rough?
3b. Have you ever tried to entice God into giving you what you wanted? How’d it go?
3c. How do worries or problems affect the promises you make to God or others?

Take Away:

If you want follow-up questions to our weekly classes or regular updates via text when new material is
uploaded to this web site, text CLASSINFO to 86677.

10 6 The people of Israel again did what was
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evil in the sight of the LORD and served the
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Baals and the Ashtaroth, the gods of Syria, the
gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines. And
they forsook the LORD and did not serve him. 7 So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the Ammonites, 8 and
they crushed and oppressed the people of Israel that year. For eighteen years they oppressed all
the people of Israel who were beyond the Jordan in the land of the Amorites, which is in Gilead.
9 And the Ammonites crossed the Jordan to fight also against Judah and against Benjamin and
against the house of Ephraim, so that Israel was severely distressed.
10 And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD, saying, “We have sinned against you, because
we have forsaken our God and have served the Baals.” 11 And the LORD said to the people of
Israel, “Did I not save you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites, from the Ammonites and
from the Philistines? 12 The Sidonians also, and the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed you,
and you cried out to me, and I saved you out of their hand. 13 Yet you have forsaken me and
served other gods; therefore I will save you no more. 14 Go and cry out to the gods whom you
have chosen; let them save you in the time of your distress.” 15 And the people of Israel said to
the LORD, “We have sinned; do to us whatever seems good to you. Only please deliver us this
day.” 16 So they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the LORD, and he became impatient over the misery of Israel.

11 29 Then the Spirit of the LORD was upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and
Manasseh and passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed on to the
Ammonites. 30 And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD and said, “If you will give the Ammonites
into my hand, 31 then whatever comes out from the doors of my house to meet me when I
return in peace from the Ammonites shall be the LORD’s, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering.”
32 So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against them, and the LORD gave them
into his hand. 33 And he struck them from Aroer to the neighborhood of Minnith, twenty cities,
and as far as Abel-keramim, with a great blow. So the Ammonites were subdued before the people of Israel.
34 Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah. And behold, his daughter came out to meet
him with tambourines and with dances. She was his only child; besides her he had neither son
nor daughter. 35 And as soon as he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, “Alas, my daughter! You
have brought me very low, and you have become the cause of great trouble to me. For I have
opened my mouth to the LORD, and I cannot take back my vow.” 36 And she said to him, “My
father, you have opened your mouth to the LORD; do to me according to what has gone out of
your mouth, now that the LORD has avenged you on your enemies, on the Ammonites.” 37 So
she said to her father, “Let this thing be done for me: leave me alone two months, that I may go
up and down on the mountains and weep for my virginity, I and my companions.” 38 So he said,
“Go.” Then he sent her away for two months, and she departed, she and her companions, and
wept for her virginity on the mountains. 39 And at the end of two months, she returned to her
father, who did with her according to his vow that he had made. She had never known a man,
and it became a custom in Israel 40 that the daughters of Israel went year by year to lament the
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in the year.
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