God in the Chaos : A Study of Judges & Ruth
There Was STILL No King
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August 12, 2018
Discussion Notes & Questions
The Big Picture:
Spiritual Chaos - Where is God?
Main Points:
1. Selfishness destroys relationships.
2. Better stated: Sin destroys relationships.
3. People are capable of a lot worse things than we can imagine.
4. This story is a reminder of how quickly people can spiral into depravity.
Discussion Questions:
1a. Think about the characters in today’s story. How would you describe each one to a friend?
1b. Which of the characters in the story today does right?
1c. Why is it shocking that this story is found in the Bible? Why is it not shocking at all?
2a. How far has Israel sunk that cities like Gibeah are/were allowed to exist?
2b. In what ways are people today capable of acting in the ways we see people acting in this
story?
2c. How does our lust or passion cause us to act in selfish ways?
3a. How have you seen selfishness damage relationships?
3b. How do you find hope in a seemingly hopeless situation?
3c. Are you willing to submit to the reign of God and have a relationship with him? If so, how do
you/we develop that relationship?
Take Away:

If you want follow-up questions to our weekly classes or regular updates via text when new material is
uploaded to this web site, text CLASSINFO to 86677.

19 In those days, when there was no king in Israel, a
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certain Levite was sojourning in the remote parts of the
hill country of Ephraim, who took to himself a concubine
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from Bethlehem in Judah. 2 And his concubine was
unfaithful to him, and she went away from him to her father’s house at Bethlehem in Judah, and was there some four
months. 3 Then her husband arose and went after her, to speak kindly to her and bring her back. He had with him his
servant and a couple of donkeys. And she brought him into her father’s house. And when the girl’s father saw him, he
came with joy to meet him. 4 And his father-in-law, the girl’s father, made him stay, and he remained with him three days.
So they ate and drank and spent the night there. 5 And on the fourth day they arose early in the morning, and he prepared
to go, but the girl’s father said to his son-in-law, “Strengthen your heart with a morsel of bread, and after that you may go.”
6 So the two of them sat and ate and drank together. And the girl’s father said to the man, “Be pleased to spend the night,
and let your heart be merry.” 7 And when the man rose up to go, his father-in-law pressed him, till he spent the night there
again. 8 And on the fifth day he arose early in the morning to depart. And the girl’s father said, “Strengthen your heart and
wait until the day declines.” So they ate, both of them. 9 And when the man and his concubine and his servant rose up to
depart, his father-in-law, the girl’s father, said to him, “Behold, now the day has waned toward evening. Please, spend the
night. Behold, the day draws to its close. Lodge here and let your heart be merry, and tomorrow you shall arise early in the
morning for your journey, and go home.”
10 But the man would not spend the night. He rose up and departed and arrived opposite Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). He
had with him a couple of saddled donkeys, and his concubine was with him. 11 When they were near Jebus, the day was
nearly over, and the servant said to his master, “Come now, let us turn aside to this city of the Jebusites and spend the night
in it.” 12 And his master said to him, “We will not turn aside into the city of foreigners, who do not belong to the people of
Israel, but we will pass on to Gibeah.” 13 And he said to his young man, “Come and let us draw near to one of these places
and spend the night at Gibeah or at Ramah.” 14 So they passed on and went their way. And the sun went down on them
near Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin, 15 and they turned aside there, to go in and spend the night at Gibeah. And he
went in and sat down in the open square of the city, for no one took them into his house to spend the night.
16 And behold, an old man was coming from his work in the field at evening. The man was from the hill country of
Ephraim, and he was sojourning in Gibeah. The men of the place were Benjaminites. 17 And he lifted up his eyes and saw
the traveler in the open square of the city. And the old man said, “Where are you going? And where do you come from?”
18 And he said to him, “We are passing from Bethlehem in Judah to the remote parts of the hill country of Ephraim, from
which I come. I went to Bethlehem in Judah, and I am going to the house of the LORD, but no one has taken me into his
house. 19 We have straw and feed for our donkeys, with bread and wine for me and your female servant and the young
man with your servants. There is no lack of anything.” 20 And the old man said, “Peace be to you; I will care for all your
wants. Only, do not spend the night in the square.” 21 So he brought him into his house and gave the donkeys feed. And
they washed their feet, and ate and drank.
22 As they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, worthless fellows, surrounded the house, beating on the door. And they said to the old man, the master of the house, “Bring out the man who came into your house,
that we may know him.” 23 And the man, the master of the house, went out to them and said to them, “No, my brothers,
do not act so wickedly; since this man has come into my house, do not do this vile thing. 24 Behold, here are my virgin
daughter and his concubine. Let me bring them out now. Violate them and do with them what seems good to you, but
against this man do not do this outrageous thing.” 25 But the men would not listen to him. So the man seized his concubine and made her go out to them. And they knew her and abused her all night until the morning. And as the dawn began
to break, they let her go. 26 And as morning appeared, the woman came and fell down at the door of the man’s house
where her master was, until it was light.
27 And her master rose up in the morning, and when he opened the doors of the house and went out to go on his way,
behold, there was his concubine lying at the door of the house, with her hands on the threshold. 28 He said to her, “Get
up, let us be going.” But there was no answer. Then he put her on the donkey, and the man rose up and went away to his
home. 29 And when he entered his house, he took a knife, and taking hold of his concubine he divided her, limb by limb,
into twelve pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of Israel. 30 And all who saw it said, “Such a thing has never
happened or been seen from the day that the people of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt until this day; consider it,
take counsel, and speak.”

20 Then all the people of Israel came out, from Dan to Beersheba, including the land of Gilead, and the congregation
assembled as one man to the LORD at Mizpah. 2 And the chiefs of all the people, of all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the assembly of the people of God, 400,000 men on foot that drew the sword. 3 (Now the people of Benjamin
heard that the people of Israel had gone up to Mizpah.) And the people of Israel said, “Tell us, how did this evil happen?”
4 And the Levite, the husband of the woman who was murdered, answered and said, “I came to Gibeah that belongs to
Benjamin, I and my concubine, to spend the night. 5 And the leaders of Gibeah rose against me and surrounded the house
against me by night. They meant to kill me, and they violated my concubine, and she is dead. 6 So I took hold of my concubine and cut her in pieces and sent her throughout all the country of the inheritance of Israel, for they have committed
abomination and outrage in Israel. 7 Behold, you people of Israel, all of you, give your advice and counsel here.”
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